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Statement by Early Care and Education Consortium Regarding 

Federal Pause of Child Care Resources in Minnesota 
 

WASHINGTON – Radha Mohan, the executive director of the Early Care and Education 

Consortium (ECEC), the national nonprofit association of large multi-state child care 

providers and state associations, including the Minnesota Child Care Association, released 
the following statement amidst the recent suspension of Child Care Development Fund 
(CCDF) resources to Minnesota by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services:  

“Reliable child care is a critical piston that drives the economic engine of America.  

 

“CCDF resources are lifelines for working families and child care providers, making it 

possible for parents to work and for programs to keep their doors open. Any disruption in 

federal payments immediately threatens children’s care, families’ jobs, and providers’ 

financial stability. Since these resources help hundreds of thousands of children and 
families afford child care each month nationwide, keeping payments flowing on time is 
critical to prevent the sudden loss of stable, high-quality care that communities depend 

on. 

 

“Continuing to provide quality, safe child care for working families and addressing 

legitimate instances of fraud must be done hand-in-hand. The fraudulent use of taxpayer 

dollars should be rooted out and prosecuted to ensure these resources reach the families 

for which they were intended. But every missed or delayed payment ripples through 

Minnesota households and centers alike, jeopardizing parents’ livelihoods and providers’ 

ability to stay open. In fact, CCDF payments can often be the difference between a parent 

maintaining stable employment or losing a job altogether. 

“ECEC providers consistently work with states to implement anti-fraud safeguards. We are 

once again actively engaged with federal and state policymakers and lawmakers to 

understand what is alleged to have happened, and strengthen existing or create new 

policies if necessary. Our providers are already facilitating investigative audit visits at 

centers in Minnesota. Most importantly, we hope to bring certainty and reliability back to 

Minnesota’s parents, workers, employers, and businesses as soon as possible – all of 

whom rely on child care to make a living. 
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“ECEC has been a consistent advocate at the national and state level for good public 

policy that makes quality child care affordable and accessible for more families. As 
stakeholders across the early care and education sector work collectively to resolve the 

situation in Minnesota, we are eager to lend our hand and continue our work in support of 

the working families that depend on this critical program as a means to access and afford 
quality child care in Minnesota and across the U.S.” 

### 

About ECEC: The Early Care and Education Consortium (ECEC) is a non-profit alliance of 
the leading for-profit child care providers, key state child care associations and premier 
educational service providers, caring for and teaching more than 1 million children daily 

across 7,500 programs in 47 states, Washington, D.C. and Puerto Rico 

(www.ececonsortium.org). In Minnesota, ECEC providers operate 260 centers, serving 

36,000 kids and employing 6,200 educators and staff.  
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